 NETHER EDGE NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUP

34th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

16th May 2007

Minutes of the 34th Annual General Meeting, held at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 16th May 2007 at the Salvation Army Citadel, 12 Psalter Lane.

Present:: Chris Venables (in the Chair), Michael Miller (Secretary), Elaine Bird (Treasurer/Membership Secretary) together with Committee members Bevan Adams, Alice McDougall, Lynda Mitchell, Derek Sellars, Marian Tylecote and Ian Wallace, plus 44 members and guests.

1. 
Apologies:
Caroline Cripps, Mary Entwistle, Jane Evans, Joan Flett, Peter Frost,  John Hawes, Philip Hulley, Dilys West.. 

2.
MINUTES OF THE 2006 AGM AND MATTERS ARISING THEREFROM

With the addition of Ali Qadar’s name to the “Apologies” for the 2006 AGM, the minutes were received and approved. There were no matters arising.

3.
TALK BY MIKE SPICK ON SHEFFIELD ARCHIVES & LOCAL STUDIES



Mike Spick gave an illustrated talk outlining the services provided by the Sheffield Archives and Local Studies library. The Archives moved to the ex-Kennings showroom in Shoreham Street in 1989 and stores original documents in a fireproof, temperature and humidity controlled strong room. All items are indexed and include historic documents eg a 1296 market charter granted to Sheffield by Edward 1, maps, plans, school, police and hospital admission records, parish registers and company records and pattern books. Most items have been deposited free of charge but a few have been bought eg the Beauchief Abbey land charters.


In contrast the Local Studies collection which opened in 1934 is housed in the main Surrey Street library. Its collection includes books, pamphlets, trade directories (from 1774), newspapers (from 1760), journals, maps, phonebooks, images and photos – and also copies of Edge! 

The Chairman thanked Mike for his informative talk. 

4.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT


Chris Venables gave thanks to all who contributed in various ways to the work of NENG including the committee for kindly providing the finger buffet for the AGM. She introduced Stella Mekonnen, the new Area Panel Co-ordinator, to the meeting, and also Ali Qadar, one of the local Councillors. She referred to some of NENG’s activities, including knitting blanket squares and planting bulbs for Make a Difference Day, hopes for a recycling point near Jacksons store, and the start of a petition to provide a pedestrian crossing on Psalter Lane. In Chelsea Park there were plans to replace the damaged wooden railings around the play area with metal ones and to improve the top entrance. Funding had been identified by the Parks Department, but was still awaited. Thildy Lowe was then invited to speak on her desire to run a regular home grown produce market, and Tanwir Rauf spoke on the open days to be held at Abbeydale Picture House in September.

5.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

Michael Miller referred members to his report already published in the May Edge. After 3 years in office, as required by the Constitution, he was standing down; a new Secretary is still sought. He emphasised that whilst there is a steady trickle of new members there is also a continuing attrition, and urged members to use the freely available NENG flyers to recruit non-members.

6.
TREASURER’S/MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORTS

Elaine Bird presented the accounts as amended by transactions subsequent to those shown in the version published in May’s Edge. A number of subscriptions were still outstanding from 2 years previously ie 2005/06, and it was decided to write these off and terminate memberships.  She outlined the donations made to local organisations and events including refurbishment of the Lantern Theatre seating, the Christmas lights at the shops and the fireworks in the Park, plus annual costs for the allotment and the website. Good news was receipt that day of £180 from Alistair Lofthouse of Print and Design, Sharrowvale Road as commission on sales of local history books (produced by the former NENG local history group). Alistair was thanked for bringing a selection of books which complemented the display of Nether Edge memorabilia. The same auditor, David Riesly, was appointed as the previous year.


Elaine Bird reported that NENG has to date received £2619.50 in subscriptions and donations for the year 06/07, with 55 subscriptions still due. The split at the moment is 206 concessions and 508 full subscriptions. To date £1870.00 has been received in subscriptions for the year 07/08, with 382 due.

Although only one member has ceased contributing, several have moved out of the area or died. New members have replaced these and currently membership has increased by one over last year but, continuing recruitment is necessary to maintain numbers. 

8.
OTHER REPORTS

 Wildlife Watch
Howard Trott reported outdoor meetings were now being organised by Richard Pethen. They are now able to self-fund without a donation from NENG. A full report of NEWW activities will appear in the July Edge. 


8.2  NENG website

Tony Venables reported that following the death of John West, he had taken on website maintenance. Currently the host was “down”, but once again available he urged members to look at the website and tell him of any corrections or suggestions for additions – there is spare capacity. A show of hands at the meeting indicated there was no wish for each month’s entire Edge to be put on the site, but only selected items. 

9.
MOTIONS TO THE MEETING

No motions were proposed to the meeting.

10.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND GENERAL COMMITTEE

The nominations had been received as follows:

Chairman


Christine Venables

Vice Chairman

Marian Tylecote

Treasurer and




Membership Secretary
Elaine Bird

Secretary


no nomination

Members


Bevan Adams





Alice Mcdougall





Lynda Mitchell





Derek Sellars





Ian Wallace





Tanwir Rauf


In the absence of other nominations these were elected unopposed.


Subsequent to the meeting Martin Kilner volunteered to join the committee.

10.
OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business

The Meeting closed at 9.25 pm.
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