Chair’s AGM Report : 19th May 2015
Back in 2005, following my early retirement from the civil service, I reluctantly agreed to take over as chair of NENG. Since then, I’ve spent much of my time trying to raise NENG’s profile and improve conditions within Nether Edge as a whole. It’s now time for someone else to take over as I must reduce my commitments and concentrate on my family and parents who are now in their mid-90s.

I’ve never considered myself an innovator but someone able to take up others’ suggestions and help bring them to fruition – eg. Thildy Lowe’s home grown produce market proposed at NENG’s 2007 AGM; Marion Tylecote talking to me in 2008 about her desire to brighten up the small plot of land at the Psalter Lane roundabout; Ernest Shoobridge’s email to me 2 years’ ago about his concerns at the neglected condition of the Brincliffe Edge Wood; and Michael Miller’s letter in EDGE suggesting someone should create a Nether Edge History walk. They’ve turned into self-contained groups under the auspices of NENG, namely: Farmers’ Market, Frog Walk Pocket Park, Friends of Brincliffe Edge Wood and History Group.
Our EDGE magazine is still produced 10 times each year by different editors with help as necessary from Trevor Barnes. As well as regular editions from committee members, the Nether Edge School has produced several summer editions, John Austin collated a special History Group edition last October and Howard Trott is currently finishing June’s copy on behalf of the FOBEW. The introduction of paid adverts in 2008 has meant that we have been able to include coloured photos without needing to increase NENG subs. which have remained at £8 / £5 concessions since April 2012. Following the expansion of social media, NENG’s sub-groups have created their own Facebook and twitter pages – by Raj Dhimar and Kim Willis respectively and Laura Fitzgerald continues to update NENG’s website.
Elaine Bird and I have successfully submitted a number of funding applications and most recently, following a public consultation managed by Mandy Wilson, raised funds for Chelsea Park’s new picnic tables, paths and Henk Littlewood’s “Owl & the Pussy Cat” sculpture trail –the latter as a successor to the inevitable decaying of Jason Thompson’s original owl /bat carving.

As all planning applications are now available on the internet, NENG no longer has a planning group but we continue to comment on significant developments including the Bluecoats School; Brincliffe Towers; and Shirle Hill Hospital sites. I’ve never pretended to understand architect’s plans, so I’m delighted that Helen Willows agreed last Autumn to take over the monitoring of new planning applications and she is currently working with Mark Doel to try and find an amicable solution to the missing land at Frog Walk Pocket Park. 

To further community relations, we ran another very popular Party in the Park at Common Ground last year. Unfortunately, despite a thriving Saturday Gardening Group led by Morwenna Foden, and David Pierce spending a lot of time helping paint the hall, the building and kitchen of St Peter’s Hall need much renovation and due to lack of funding, the site is at risk of being sold for redevelopment. 

Following monitoring of emails and attendance at community meetings, I’ve tried to keep EDGE readers abreast of happenings near to our borders, such as the Nether Edge School‘s recent outstanding status by OFSTED; Activity Sheffield’s youth work at Broadfield Park; SIV’s new Gym attached to Heeley Baths; Hendrika Stephens’ success in getting the Sheffield Antiques Quarter recognised and signposted; Phil Robins’ ideas for the Abbeydale Picture House; campaigning by the Friends to save the Highfield Playground; and ongoing activities at the General Cemetery. I’ve also regularly attended meetings and discussed NENG’s concerns and forthcoming events with the police, council officers, Amey and community groups such as Sharrow Community Forum, Sharrow Vale Community Association, Ecclesall Forum and Banner Cross Neighbourhood Group.  

During my time on the committee, some events such as Sheila Verity’s social evenings at the Union; the Nether Edge planters which the council funded from 2006-2013; CSV’s Make a Difference Day with us planting bulbs along Nether Edge’s grass verges and knitting blankets for Oxfam; and the Nether Edge Repair café at St Andrew’s Hall have now ceased, but I’m pleased to say that the Nether Edge Wildlife Group; Eden Project’s Big Lunch; community litter picks; and Totley’s Yard Sale have since been adapted and successfully taken up by others – the latter in the form of the 1st Great Nether Edge Yard Sale Trail to be held on Sun. 14th June, by Jo England of Rundle Rd .

 Other forthcoming events include:- NENG’s 8th Open Gardens’ Day co-ordinated by Marion Rout on 7th June; another Environment Week History Group walk on 17th June led by Ingo Gudjonsson around Nether Edge; the restoration and re-opening of the General Cemetery’s non-conformist chapel as an events/activities centre in the summer and Freeman College’s Merlin Theatre in the Autumn; participating in the national Heritage Open Day scheme with a walk on 11th September; and Nether Edge’s  1st Festival, from 5-13th September, co-odinated by Stephen Ojari and Maggie Little.

Over the past few years we’ve lost a number of NENG’s founder members including Tony Lowe, NENG’s first chairman, Peter Frost, always to be remembered for relighting our sewer destructor gas lamps, along with former chairman, John West and Treasurer, John Brooke, and Joan Flett, our great historian, moved last year to a care home in Bolton to be near her 2 daughters.  As time moves on, I’m pleased to say that NENG’s management committee has new members in the form of David, John, Laura, Trudi and Helen to consider NENG’s future with I hope some new volunteers.
We’re in particular looking for individuals to undertake the following roles: EDGE editorship; publicity inc. press reports; advertisements; updating noticeboards; funding applications; community liaison; and transport inc. working with Amey to report repairs needed and to monitor the preservation of our trees and grass verges which help make Nether Edge special and our gas lamps and electric tramway manhole covers which form part of our heritage, prior to our eventual highways upgrade by StreetsAhead in 2017. Another challenge is for a few people to consider working with St Peter’s committee and community gardeners to save St Peter’s Hall on the corner of Machon Bank / Woodstock Rd. The Brincliffe Edge Wood and the History Group are considering producing a Nether Edge Calendar which might link up with a request I received a few years ago from Richard Pethen for NENG to produce a year planner to try and avoid programme clashes – especially pertinent now that Nether Edge is such a thriving place, thanks in part to the support you and those I haven’t had time to name in person, have given me during the past 10 years.

I want to finish by thanking my husband, Tony, who’s had to play 2nd fiddle to my NENG activities as they’ve seemingly continuously expanded. You won’t be surprised to learn that community work is very much part of my family’s make-up: my parents only ceased their voluntary work by moving from Birmingham to the Wirral when they were over 80! 

Chris Venables. 19th May 2015  

