NETHER EDGE NEIGHBOURHOOD GROUP
37TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:  19th  May 2010

Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 19th May 2010 at 7.30p.m. St Andrew’s Psalter Lane Church.
Present:  Chris Venables (Chairman), Maggie Ellis (Secretary), with other committee members: Alastair Ross, Bevan Adams, Elaine Bird, Ian Livingstone, Ian Wallace, Kate Housden, Marian Tylecote, Joanna Saunders & Mandy Wilson; plus 41 members and guests.
1. Apologies:  Alan Hartland, Richard Pethen, Rosemary and Nigel Draper, Helen Ryall.

2. Minutes of the 2009 AGM and matters arising: 
The main points from the minutes of the 2009 AGM were summarised. There were no queries or questions.
Minutes to be accepted as accurate.
  Proposer Kate Housden  Seconder Alastair Ross

Passed unanimously.
3. Reports
· Chairman’s Annual Report. Presented by Chris Venables including thanks given to everyone especially the Markets’ Planning group who’ve made the past year so successful. Paper copy available.

· Minute Secretary’s Report. Presented by Maggie Ellis.  Paper copy available.
· Membership Secretary’s Report, presented by Ian Livingstone:

Ian took over as Membership Secretary this year when the Treasurer’s job split from the membership. Membership is currently around 850 households and still growing with strong recruitment at the Markets. 1000 copies of EDGE are produced and distributed. We are now collecting subscriptions for 2010/2011 and Ian was happy to receive any forthcoming at the AGM.
· Treasurer’s Report and Annual Accounts. Presented by Elaine Bird. Audited copy will be in June’s EDGE.  Paper copy available.

Q  Cliff Ellis -
Does NENG have Public Liability Insurance?


A   CV – Yes,  through our BTCV membership
Q  John Haigh
Would it be possible to pay subs by direct Debit?

A   EB – Direct Debit is too expensive to set up. More people would prefer Standing Orders where they feel they have control, which NENG has. Forms available at AGM.

Q  Mary Entwhistle-
EDGE only has a form for new members. Where is a renewal form?
A  EB- Please just alter and use the new member’s form, or pay your distributor.

Treasurer’s report to be accepted as correct. 

 Proposer: Joanna Saunders,  Seconder : Alastair Ross. Passed unanimously.

· Election of Auditor for 2010/2011

Pivotal Business Services

Proposed: Chris Venables,
Seconded Ian Livingstone.  Accepted unanimously

· Planning. Presented by Bev Adams:
Brincliffe Oaks pub – awaiting developments

Psalter Lane Campus – watching progress. Good co-operation between Sheffield Hallam University, the demolition contractor and neighbours so far.

Please contact Bev if you know of any issues within Nether Edge.

Comment:  Linda Mitchell - SHU campus site demolishers are very considerate. 
Work has recommenced on Spacepod development further along Psalter Lane after two year break. 

Gatefield House / Social Club – Kate Housden
Building application granted 5 years ago. House has now been demolished and building work in progress. Double yellow lines have been painted outside homes on Gatefield Rd. to create access for site – residents unhappy. Article will be in next EDGE.

· NEWG presented by Howard Trott: 7th year since it was started, currently 70+ members. Financially secure thanks to £250 grant from NENG, for which thanks. Winter indoor meetings attracted up to 25 members a time, covered a range of topics. Summer outdoor meetings included rutting deer near Grouse Inn and a pied flycatcher walk at Padley – birds heard but not seen. Next events: Summer flowers in Carr House Meadows on 26th June, September moth event with Sorby Society, Ecclesall Woods ecology/archaeology on 11th September. Thanks to NEWG committee members.
4. Motions to the meeting:       
a. Submitted by Helen Ryall who was not present at AGM.                                                                                      ‘.....that copies of any petitions or requests sent in to local councillors, local government officers or to members of committees at Sheffield City Council by the Nether Edge Neighbourhood Group, in particular where the local environment and quality of life for residents will be profoundly affected, should also be sent to all members of the Nether Edge Neighbourhood Group, and also published in the EDGE magazine and put on to the NENG website.’
CV:  We have no background or explanation of why this motion has been submitted. Sending letters out to all members on all issues is impractical and would delay progress.

Howard Trott: Suggestion that Helen should discuss matter with committee members.

Cliff Ellis: suggests she should be invited to attend the proposed EGM in September and put forward her motion then, with an explanation.

No-one came forward to propose the motion on Helen’s behalf. Motion lapsed.

b. A motion recommending that NENG should become a Company Limited by Guarantee. This motion is explained in detail in a paper copy.
Q 
Cliff Ellis
Would this company have any liability for corporation Tax?

A
Keith Levy (Company Law adviser)
No

Q
John Haigh
Will the new Company be able to co-opt members?
A    Keith Levy
Yes

Comment David Flower
I have previous experience in voluntary groups and   would strongly recommend the proposed action.


     Motion Proposed by: Elaine Bird
Seconded by: Bev Adams


    Votes against – 0, Abstentions -0, Votes in favour - Unanimous

c. A motion recommending that the Annual Subscription should remain at £6 / £3 (concession) for the year 2010/2011.

Proposed by: Elaine Bird,

Seconded by Chris Venables

Motion accepted unanimously

5. Election of Interim Committee Members and Officers
Maggie Ellis is resigning from the Committee, Marion Tylecote is stepping down as Vice-chair but wishes to remain as a committee Member
Interim Committee members:

The following were re-elected unopposed:

Bev Adams

Kate Housden

Marion Tylecote

Ian Wallace 
Proposed by: Cliff Ellis
Seconded by Alastair Ross

The following were elected unopposed as new Committee members:

Joanna Saunders

Proposer-Chris Venables, 
Seconder-Ian Livingstone

Mandy Wilson

Proposer-Alastair Ross,
Seconder-Cliff Ellis 

Interim Officers
The following were elected/re-elected unopposed:

Chair:
Chris Venables
P-Michael Miller,
S-Hilary Taylor Firth

Vice-Chair:
Alastair Ross

P-Kate Housden,
S-Ian Wallace 

Secretary:
Joanna Saunders
P-Howard Trott,
S-Cliff Ellis 

Treasurer:
Elaine Bird

P-Michael Miller
S-Tanya Schmoller 
Membership: Ian Livingstone
P-Joanna Saunders
S-Norman Blaby

Elaine Bird does not wish to continue as Treasurer for much longer and asked for anyone interested in following her to contact so that job shadowing could be arranged.

6. Motion: The Membership agrees to empower the Interim Committee to set up the new Company Limited by Guarantee.
Proposed by Cliff Ellis, seconded by Chris Venables

Motion agreed unanimously.

It is hoped that the new Company will be established by the end of September and that an EGM will then be called to coincide with the volunteers Lunch on 25th September.


7. Forthcoming events
a. Anil, director at Brincliffe Towers, is hoping to co-ordinate a picnic at Brincliffe Towers on Big Lunch day – Sun. 18th July.  Brincliffe Towers is currently closed for refurbishment but hopes to re-open with improved links to the community.

b. Martin Hughes – Sheffield South Area Community Assembly:

i. 26th May Older People’s roadshow at St. Mary’s. 11am-2pm

ii. Sheffield Food Festival 3rd -6th June –Various events in Endcliffe Park (Giant Picnic), Heeley City Farm, and Meersbrook Park.
iii. 10th June at Common Ground, South Assembly. Roadshow 5 – 6pm. Meeting 6.30 -8.30pm, with food.

c. Hilary Taylor Firth- Friday 21st May meeting at Medina Mosque.

2nd June PACT meeting, ‘Meet the Police’, at Sharrow Old School, 6pm. Discussion on strategies to improve local shopping centres.

8. AOB

Ian Wallace: Anyone with an interest in improving public transport access for the disabled should get in touch with him.

Meeting closed at 9.35pm

