Nether Edge Neighbourhood Group (NENG) :

19 May 2010 

Motion to recommend that NENG becomes a company limited by guarantee –The reason for recommending this change in structure is to provide protection for the people managing NENG’s activities, as these activities become more frequent and risky.
The group will continue to be called NENG. Our aims and objectives will remain unchanged (except for a slight widening of scope – see NENG’s object below*). 
We propose to become a company limited by guarantee. This means in plain English that if anything goes wrong and the group has to close, the liability of members will be limited to £1.  In legal terms, a 'company limited by guarantee' is a body that exists independently of the people who set it up. So if it`s originators disappear it continues to exist. And, as an entity, the law treats it as if it were a person. And therefore, because a company exists in its own right, accounting for any liabilities falls on the shoulders of the company. The members of a company are not liable for, say, the debts of that company, the only thing they will have to pay in the event that the company is wound up with debts, is a nominal amount, £1 'the guarantee.'

We expect the vast majority of our 850 current memberships to continue unchanged. As a supporter or beneficiary of the company, individuals will continue to pay the annual subscription, receive EDGE and join in activities as and when they can. 

We expect some of our core supporters who already have a specific role eg  on a committee/ planning group, as a magazine distributor or regular helper, will wish to support the Group further by becoming a member of the company. To be quorate, at least 10% of them will need to attend general meetings of the group which need their vote eg the AGM or any extraordinary general meeting held during the year.
To become a member of NENG, individuals will have to opt in – which means filling in a membership form which will go to the committee i.e. the directors of the company for scrutiny and approval. Members’ details will be kept safe and used to notify members of the AGM etc. 

 NENG members will elect NENG’s management committee- to whom they’ll delegate powers to manage NENG’s activities. Their liability, as members, should anything go wrong, will be limited to £1.
NENG’s management committee will become company trustees  appointed by members of the company who will annually elect the Chair, Vice-chair, Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Company Secretary and Minutes Secretary and up to 6 committee members. Additional trustees can be co-opted during the year. The Trustees will meet regularly and will have the power to appoint working parties or sub-committees who will report to them. Their liability, as trustees, should anything go wrong will be limited to £1 although this can be waived if for instance they are dishonest, negligent or continue the business when they know the company cannot pay its way.
*NENG’s object:To improve the conditions of life especially of those living or working in the areas of Brincliffe, Nether Edge and Sharrow in Sheffield, without distinction of sex or race or of political, religious or other opinions, by associating with the local authorities, voluntary organisations and residents in a common effort to advance education, to improve the environment and to provide facilities in the interest of social welfare for recreation and leisure time activities.





Chris Venables.

