Chair’s Annual Report  for AGM 19 May 2010 : Chris Venables
I’d like to take this opportunity to personally acknowledge and thank all those who’ve helped in various ways over the past 12 months, starting with the EDGE magazine distributors: a somewhat silent group of volunteers, who are nevertheless essential to the successful running of the group. Without them, you wouldn’t receive your EDGE magazine through your letterbox each month.  Likewise I’d like to thank our magazine editors: although traditionally produced by members of the committee with the invaluable assistance of Trevor Barnes, we’ve been greatly helped this last year by having 3 guest editors – Howard Trott (NE Wildlife Group), Andy Davidson (who hosts NENG’s website) and Richard Ward (who’s just offered to set up a group Facebook page- whatever that means!) Although somewhat time-consuming, it’s rewarding to see the published copy and we’ve received many compliments on the magazine content. Please let me know if you could help as a guest editor or as an occasional distributor. There are so many people with fascinating tales living in Nether Edge: it would be great if someone would volunteer to research and write a “Local Lives” column.

Many of our activities have an eco-flavour. The little plot of land at the top of Frog Walk besides Sharrowhead roundabout which we’ve taken over from the council is, after much work from Marion Tylecote and Mark Doel, starting to fill up and Marian’s experimental wildflower meadow beside the playground in Chelsea Park is about to flower. Do try and visit them and our new Chelsea Park path over the next few months. The path, largely funded by a £10,000 grant from Viridor Credits under the Landfill Communities Fund, is proving very popular and the area is looking greener with new trees and the newly seeded grass is growing. The trees (2 alders, 2 disease resistant elms and an oak) supplied by the Council’s Community Foresters were planted with the assistance of children from Thildy Lowe’s Children’s House nursery. It was lovely seeing the youngsters using their tiny trowels and discussing the benefits of trees with Ed Thatcher. Almost all the daffodil bulbs which have just finished flowering along our grass verges were put in by various NENG members over the past 5 years. Please let me know if you would like some to brighten up your road.

Thanks are due to Helen Ward and Kate Turner who, over the past 2 years, have developed Nether Edge’s Open Garden scheme into a very popular event. Twelve gardeners kindly opened up last year. Bevan and Deb Adams have agreed to take over the running of it this year with six gardens expected to be open on Sat. 19th June along with various artists’ studios participating in Sheffield’s “Open Up Studio” weekend. I hope you have the chance to visit these. Talking about local talent, it’s been a great pleasure to see so many local people with stalls at our quarterly Farmers’ Markets - selling their home produced pots, bags, photos, cakes, plants etc and often raising funds for their own special charity. The Farmers’ Markets have helped change people’s perceptions of NENG from a somewhat elite club into a neighbourhood group well respected throughout Sheffield. As well as trying to deal with a variety of problems which have come from their success (inc. overcrowding and refuse collections) we have provided advice to other neighbourhoods resulting in other markets springing up all over the city.  The markets (led by Thildy Lowe, Huw Evans, David & Gina Pierce and myself) are very much a team effort as we liaise with local shopkeepers for tombola prizes, ALD (our printers) for the publicity flyers, Sainsbury’s for their carparking space, Scouts for table collection, the council’s South Community Assembly team & StreetForce for road closure and litter collection, the police and PCSOs for traffic control, local neighbours for electricity supplies, Everard for his garden cafe, the Kings Centre for manning the bouncy castles and the children’s activities, and the various bands, choirs, dance and drama groups who’ve entertained us. I could go on and on. The fantastic thing is that everyone does it for free, enabling us to give as much money as possible to our chosen  charities which amounted to nearly £7000 last year. The Nether Edge Bowling Club needs a special thank you as the market wouldn’t have the same relaxed family atmosphere without access to their grounds. They’ve also given the committee ex-officio club membership enabling us to hold our planning meetings and our annual volunteer’s luncheon in their lovely surroundings. New ideas for the markets are always welcome and also a couple more people to mastermind the operation would be great, thereby relieving us of some pressure.
This leads me onto our future plans and the need for volunteers to help with some projects. NENG’s website was launched by John West in Nov. 2000, nearly 10 years’ ago when the world-wide web was in its infancy but it now needs a revamp. Alastair Ross has offered to take this on but he needs your help providing new information and updating current content.  Paid advertising in EDGE has proved successful and it raised over £800 last year, but we need someone to be more proactive in seeking new advertisers. Jack Massey’s Sprat Crossword is very popular – would anyone like to start a children’s column? There was a disappointing lack of response to Richard Ward’s offer of a book token for correct answers to his children’s photo challenge in April’s EDGE – but he can supply the answers for anyone who doesn’t already know them. Kate Housden’s initiative to work with Anil Patel and the owners of Brincliffe Towers Residential Care Home in Chelsea Park to develop the outhouses and grounds for community use look more hopeful. Anyone interested in the project is welcome to attend a grand picnic/ workshop in the grounds - possibly on Sunday July 19th to coincide with the national “Big Lunch” day which was held in a number of roads last year. New ideas are always welcome such as the new Litter Picking Group which David Pierce is setting up starting around Montgomery Rd.
So, over to you. Please let us know if there are any things which we’re doing wrong or should be doing that we aren’t so that NENG can continue to develop and improve our great neighbourhood.
